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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Havannah Harbour Stakeholders Gear Up to Tackle Waste and Climate Change 
for Community Tourism Development
17 February 2014 
Havannah Harbour tourism stakeholders, the Nothwest Efate Area Council and local communities are joining hands to run an innovative campaign to minimize the effects of waste and climate change on the local tourism industry.  
Tourism represents a significant economic activity in the Pacific. It is one of the largest export sectors in the majority of the nations of the Pacific and provides great opportunities for economic growth, employment, and sustainable development for the Pacific communities. Despite the global financial crisis since 2008, tourism remains a key driver of economic growth in the Pacific region. It is forecast that tourism’s contribution to the gross domestic product (GDP) and employment in the Pacific will continue to rise in the next decade. The World Travel and Tourism Council (WTTC)’s 2011 data on tourism’s contribution to GDP and employment show that direct tourism earnings represented 19.4% of the total GDP and direct employment created by tourism represented 16.8% of the total jobs in Vanuatu. If indirect contributions are considered, the percentages go up to 53.7% in GDP and 47.7% in employment. 
Tourism is highly vulnerability to a range of risks including natural hazards, economic downturns, health epidemics, market fluctuations, and so on. Due to it’s highly climate sensitive nature, Pacific tourism is identified as a hotspot for major impacts of climate change that will affect tourism destinations across the region and exacerbate natural hazards, markets, and other associated risks. Pacific tourism continues to face many challenges due to the specific characteristics of small island states and their vulnerability to risks including climate change risks. Recent scientific research has projected increases of temperature, increased rainfall during summer monsoon, regional sea level variability, increased intensity of cyclones, and changes to the El Niño-Southern Oscillation (ENSO) for the Pacific region. This may have implications for both supply and demand sides of the tourism sector in the Pacific. 
Pacific island tourism suffers from a range of specific difficulties, including isolation from major markets, small populations, inadequate transportation links, lack of local appropriate skills, and inadequate amounts of local capital, which hall lead to a lowered resistance to external risks. On top of that, it has to face the climate change impacts, which have already been or will be experienced in the region. Consequently, it is crucial for the Pacific tourism sector to build resilience and reduce vulnerability towards the risks posed by climate change. 
Havannah Harbour is one of Vanuatu’s prime tourist destinations.  With abundant and easily accessible natural features including sandy beaches, coral reefs, rivers and mountains, it is a draw for thousands of tourists each year, an industry which is the economic mainstay of the indigenous communities and traditional landowners there.  Being so dependent on its natural resources, the Havannah Harbour area’s community tourism initiatives are extremely vulnerable to the negative impacts of climate change.  From outbreaks of invasive species, to physical cyclone damage to reefs to flooding roads and eroding wharves, Havannah’s community tourism activities are all suffering. In addition, human-caused stressors are exacerbating the climate impacts.
Poor and ill-planed waste management leads to further ecosystem damage and has direct on-flow effects to lowering of climate change resilience. An example of the links among tourism, waste and climate change relates to the recent Dengue Fever outbreak now affecting Port Vila and Efate Island.  Mosquitoes breed in improperly discarded household rubbish like tins and plastic bags.  Tourists are unlikely to visit a location which has dengue or malaria cases.  Climate change exacerbates the mosquito breeding site location due to changes to rainfall and temperature.  There are many such examples of waste exacerbated climate impacts in the Havannah area, all of which put un-necessary and preventable stresses on the tourism industry.  
The Community Tourism and Climate Change component of SPC-GIZ project “Coping with Climate Change in the Pacific Island Region” (CCCPIR) aims to strengthen the capacity of selected Pacific Island countries to cope with climate change impacts and associated risks on the community tourism sector. Vanuatu has been selected for the fourth component of the CCCPIR Regional Programme on “Sustainable Tourism and Climate Change” with the community tourism focus. 
In order to build the resilience of Havannah’s natural ecosystems to climate events, and ensure that the community tourism industry is able to continue in the face of increasingly negative climate change, the stakeholders of Havannah Harbour, with the support of SPC-GIZ, are planning to undertake an innovative local campaign on waste, tourism and climate change from March to June 2014.  
The proposed activity will be jointly led by the SHEFA Provincial Government, particularly the local Northwest Efate Provincial Area Secretary, the local area council of Chiefs, and a consortium of community tourism stakeholders, supported by multiple government agencies (Environment, Meteo, and Tourism Development). This approach will test and demonstrate the ability of the local government to facilitate and coordinate a local climate and tourism initiative which meets both the economic AND environmental development aspirations of local communities.  
The climate adaptation campaign will focus on highlighting the real and localized impacts of climate change on the Havannah Harbour region, and emphasize how improved waste management adaptation and reduce vulnerability and increase resilience.  The campaign will take the form of a live presentation/workshop in each community in the Havannah Harbour area, backed up with a DVD featuring local tourism stakeholders and their issues.  
For more information on Vanuatu and Climate Change, contact SPC-GIZ Climate Change Vanuatu at VanuatuClimateChange@gmail.com or visit the NAB online Portal www.nab.vu. 
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