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[bookmark: _GoBack]The consequences of climate change and disasters are experienced by all sectors of society, private and public. All sectors have a role to play in responding to climate change and engaging in disaster risk management. Despite strong interest and capacity, at present the private sector in Vanuatu tends to play an ad hoc role in climate change adaptation, greenhouse gas emission, disaster response and resilience building activities. 
To support strategic and holistic engagement by the private sector, the Vanuatu Chamber of Commerce and Industry (VCCI), the Connecting Business initiative, the UNDP Pacific Risk Resilience Program, the Local Supplier Engagement Project, and the DFAT/GIZ Climate Finance Readiness for the Pacific (CFRP) Project are supporting the launch of a Vanuatu Business Resilience Committee. This Committee will: 1) build the resilience of businesses to shocks; 2) strengthen the engagement of the private sector in climate change & disaster risk management; and 3) provide a regular forum for the private sector to convene with Government, UN and NGO actors 
We invite you to support the launch of the Vanuatu Business Resilience Committee and join us for a consultation to explore opportunities and identify next steps on Thursday 6 July.  
Agenda
17:00 – 17:15: Welcome
NDMO Director & VCCI CEO 
17:15 – 17:45: Experience and opportunity exchange
· Yaser Maher, CEO, Digicel (TBC)
· Luke Johnston, Pacific Local Supplier Engagement initiative 
· Additional business champion [UNELCO, TBC]
· Christopher Bartlett, GIZ (TBC)
17:45 – 18:00: Learning from experiences elsewhere
Fiji Business Disaster Resilience Council / PRRP / CBi
18:00 – 18:30: Ideas exchange: Proposed Vanuatu Business Resilience Committee
VCCI GM presentation and facilitation of audience input
18:30 – 18:45: Formal launch of VBRC and closing
VCCI CEO & NDMO Director, Include a call for members to join the Committee

About the partners

The Vanuatu Chamber of Commerce and Industry (VCCI) is the advocate, representative and supporter of the business community in Vanuatu. Established in 1995 under the “Chambers of Commerce & Industry of Vanuatu Act”, it represents over 1300 members of the business community. All businesses who hold a valid business license in Vanuatu are automatically granted membership to the VCCI through payment of annual fees to the Government.  As the national voice for the private sector, VCCI represent the interests and concerns of our members by lobbying and advising the government at local, provincial and national levels for changes that will make Vanuatu a better place to operate a business, and hence contributing to the development and growth of our Vanuatu’s economy. VCCI delivers support and services to the business community through its Training and Business Development Services Unit, Employers Trade Promotion Resilience Services Unit, and Agri-business - PHAMA Unit and aim to pursue these objectives while respecting the cultural traditions and natural environment of Vanuatu. The vision of VCCI is “A strong and respectable private sector contributing to Vanuatu’s Economic Independence” 

The Connecting Business initiative is a multi-stakeholder alliance engages the private sector strategically and holistically in disaster risk reduction, emergency preparedness, response and recovery, in coordination with national disaster management structures. The initiative is operationally led by the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) and the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), with the United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction (UNISDR) acting as technical advisor for disaster risk reduction. The Pacific portion of the CBi is being delivered through the UNDP Pacific Risk Resilience Programme, and the CBi and PRRP are supporting VCCI to establish the Vanuatu Business Resilience Committee. 

The Pacific Local Supplier Engagement initiative (Pacific LSE) is an initiative by the Australian and Vanuatu Red Cross Societies to stimulate new connections and partnerships between the local business and disaster management sectors. Funded by the Australian Government’s Pacific Humanitarian Challenge it commenced in 2016 and is developing a digital platform prototype to test in Vanuatu, intended to assist exchange of supply and demand information between disaster organisations and local businesses for better supply chain management and improved procurement from local suppliers in disaster preparation, response and recovery. The initiative has also established a “Procurement and Standardisation Focus Group” through the national Logistics Cluster of high quality logistics/procurement officers from international NGOs and the National Disaster Management Office (NDMO) to engage with local businesses to test the digital procurement platform and contribute to developing new and improved pre-disaster supply agreements with local suppliers.  The Pacific LSE Adviser and this group work in close collaboration with the VCCI and CBI in developing the Vanuatu Business Resilience Committee and its links to the disaster sector.

The DFAT/GIZ Climate Change Finance Readiness for the Pacific (CFRP) Project aims to strengthen the capacity of Pacific Island Countries to access climate change finance.  It is directly implemented by the German Agency for International Cooperation (GIZ), which has been working to support the Government of Vanuatu as well as private sector and civil society stakeholders to adapt to climate change since 2009.  In addition to local partners, the program works in close collaboration with the Pacific Community (SPC), Pacific Island Forum Secretariat (PIFS), and Pacific Financial Technical Assistance Centre (PFTAC).  With funding from the Australian Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (DFAT), the program in Vanuatu will support the VCCI to become “ready” to access the newly emerging global finance flows aimed at climate change.  Specifically, the CFRP will provide mapping of private sector climate change adaptation and mitigation programs, and technical input into project proposal development for private sector initiatives that are based on national strategic frameworks meet the priorities and concerns of local stakeholders.  
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