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Towards a Typology of Ocean Zones for the Vanuatu
Workshop Objectives:
1. To seek feedback and potential consensus on a typology (classification) for Ocean Zones in Vanuatu
2. To develop a roadmap of next steps to formalizing a typology for Ocean Zones

Thursday 20st July 2017
	TIME
	AGENDA ITEM
	LEAD

	9:00-9:30
9:30-9:40
	Registration
Prayer
	

	
9:40 – 9:50

	
Welcome
	
Mr Jesse Benjamin, DG Ministry of Climate Change, Meteorology, Environment, Energy and Disaster Risk Management and Co-Chair of Ocean Implementation Committee

	
9:50-10:00


	
· Overview of meeting 


· Introductions & expectations of participants
	Mr Toney Tevi, Director, Ministry of Foreign Affiairs; Dr Leanne Fernandes, MACBIO, IUCN
All

	
10:00-10:10
	
Overview of the concept of ocean zones and a typology of ocean zones
	
Dr Leanne Fernandes, Facilitator 

	10:10 – 10:20 TEA BREAK & PHOTO SESSION

	
10:20 -10:45
	
Presentation of Draft Typology
	
Facilitator

	10:45 – 12.30  
	Workshop participants to break into 4 groups. Each group is tasked with:
Task 1: Review the draft Typology and its application in Vanuatu. Please consider issues such as: 
1. Enforcement and compliance;
1. Acceptability (within communities/ government)
1. Appropriateness of the objectives
1. Comprehensiveness and accuracy re: activities listed
	Each group will need to identify:
1. Rapporteurs 
1. Facilitator
1. Time keeper




	12.30 – 1.30 LUNCH

	1:30 – 2:30
	Each group is now  tasked with answering:
Task 2: 
1. How would existing tuna zones/IMO zones/MMAs/MPAs fit into the draft Typology? Fill in table provided.
1. Are there any types of coastal/ocean management areas for which Vanuatu currently has no existing legislative underpinnings and are any legislative underpinnings needed?

	
Each group will need to identify:
1. Rapporteurs 
1. Facilitator
1. Time keeper

	2:30 – 3:30
	Each group reports back on Task 1 and 2 with time for audience comments.
	Chair and rapporteurs

	3.30 – 4.00 - AFTERNOON TEA

	
4:00 – 4:30
	The role of the outcomes of this workshop (an ocean zone typology) within ocean wide planning in Vanuatu
	Mr Vatu Molisa

	4:30 – 5:00
	Chair – next steps and wrap up.
	DG Jesse Benjamin






BACKGROUND INFORMATION

Towards a typology of ocean zones in Vanuatu

What is an “ocean zone” and how does it relate to a Marine Spatial Plan?
On land, quite often, planners make decisions to “zone” an area as a school “zone” or industrial “zone” or port “zone” or “protected area”.   This is done to separate conflicting uses, streamline permitting and to protect or conserve certain natural values in certain places.

This same concept can be applied in the sea.   A marine spatial plan can be created that shows all the users what activities are allowed in what locations, from high water mark out to the outer boundary of the Exclusive Economic Zone.   Of course, this planning should be done with due recognition and acknowledgement of traditional owners and management systems and should be done with significant, national-scale consultations.

One step in the planning process is to decide what types of ocean zones Vanuatu would like to have.    For each ocean zone, decision must be made about what activities should be allowed and not allowed within it.   Today this question will be discussed.
Ocean Zoning Objectives

Vanuatu’s Ocean Policy launched in 2016 helps provide a basis for developing a marine spatial plan.  
Included in the Policy is a goal for marine spatial planning:

By 2020, a healthier ocean for our people and our culture, today and tomorrow

With the following strategic objective:

Have in place by 2020, throughout Vanuatu’s ocean, spatial zoning that identifies priority areas for
development and for conservation, that separates conflicting uses and builds resilience to climate
change impacts and disasters.
This was committed to again at the recent United Nations Oceans Conference in June 2017.
With the broad goal and strategic objective already articulated, specific management objectives of individual ocean zones can now be assigned and should contribute to and align with this overarching objective and goal. An Ocean Policy implementing committee should be set up and charged, by the DG-level National Committee on de-limitation of boundaries to progress development of ocean zones that could be applied within a marine spatial plan.
Managing and restricting use in an important component of any marine spatial plans.  Along with fishing zones, shipping zones, Marine Protected Areas (MPAs) and Marine Managed Areas (MMAs) form an important part of any marine spatial plan. In considering what types Marine Protected Areas (MPAs) that Vanuatu would like to have, it is useful to consider international standards regarding MPAs.
Protected Areas Categories System
MPAs are established to meet biodiversity, socio-cultural and economic objectives that are consistent with national, regional and local needs. 
To meet these different objectives, individual MPAs/MMAs provide differing levels of protection. These levels of protection can range from areas that do not permit extractive uses to areas that do permit a wide range of sustainable extractive uses.
Essentially each type of MPA allows varying degrees of human intervention.
It is useful to have a standardised nomenclature when classifying MPAs/MMAs for planners, communities and managers alike.  One option is for Vanuatu, to use a classification system that is already established such as the use of IUCN protected area management categories.
The IUCN categories[footnoteRef:1] classify protected areas according to their management objectives. The categories are recognised by international bodies, such as the United Nations and by many national governments, as the global standard for defining and recording protected areas and as such are increasingly being incorporated into government legislation. [1:  https://www.iucn.org/content/guidelines-applying-iucn-protected-area-management-categories-marine-protected-areas-0] 

However, the process of aligning standardised categories to individual MPAs/MMAs is not an easy one and not without a degree of controversy. For example, protected areas that are culturally appropriate for Vanuatu and the Pacific may not always neatly fit into any one of the seven IUCN categories. 
For their effective application, therefore, any categories defined by Vanuatu must be interpreted and adapted to meet the Vanuatu’s biophysical, social/cultural and economic needs. For this reason, the attached document proposes a set of MPA/MMA as well as ocean zones for potential use in Vanuatus’s waters (inshore and offshore).  
Legislative Analysis for the Oceans Policy 
In 2015, a legal and policy analysis was conducted by the MACBIO project in collaboration with the Vanuatu Government. The report titled Review of legislation, policies and plans relating to the use  and management of the ocean is a useful legislative and policy background document to managing Vanuatu’s oceans and can be provided to you by the contact information below. 
Draft ocean zones for Vanuatu
The information above has all been used to derive some DRAFT ocean zones which now require your expert review and input to ensure they will be right for Vanuatu.
For further information contact:
Vatu Molisa
Vatumaraga.MOLISA@iucn.org
molisav@vanuatu.gov.vu
Vatumaraga@gmail.com

