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PRESS RELEASE


New Project to Improve Disaster Response for 57,000 People in Port Vila and Luganville


PORT VILA, October 1, 2012 ---Today the Government of Vanuatu and the World Bank launched a US$3 million project to help address natural hazards in Vanuatu. Funded by the Government of Japan, the project will install tsunami warning systems in Port Vila and Luganville, to help protect the towns' 57,000 people in the face of natural disaster.

Vanuatu is one of the most vulnerable countries to natural hazards on the planet. More than three quarters of the population are at risk from not just one, but multiple disaster events, including: tsunamis, flooding, cyclones and many more. Risks are growing in densely populated urban areas like Port Vila and Luganville.


Natural disasters can have a devastating effect on people, environments and economies. In the Pacific region as a whole, they have affected approximately 9.2 million people over the last fifty years and caused 9,811 reported deaths. This has cost Pacific Island Countries around US$3.2 billion in damages. 

"This project will help create safer towns for the people of Vanuatu," said the Minister of Finance Moana K. Carcasses. “It is a critical step towards managing the risk from natural calamities, and responding effectively if they occur.”

 “Natural disasters represent development in reverse - they decimate homes, families, businesses and exacerbate poverty,” said Ulrich Zachau, World Bank Country Director for the Pacific Islands. “It is essential to be prepared, to help protect populations from the most devastating effects that natural disasters can bring.”

The Disaster Risk Reduction project will develop a tsunami warning system that can reach every person in Port Vila and Luganville, in time to save lives. In addition urban hazard and risk maps will also be developed to help ensure better choices are made for urban and infrastructure planning, to reduce risks for populations.

As part of the project, the national multi-hazard warning and emergency operation center in Port Vila will be strengthened. Measures for alerting the populations will be put in place in case of natural hazard, including sirens, public broadcasting and SMS. Evacuation maps will be drawn up to identify safe areas and evacuation routes, and signs and public campaigns will help ensure people know what to do when it matters most. 
“The Government of Japan has decided to assist earthquake and tsunami prone countries in the disaster prevention methods and technology by utilizing Japan’s experience and lessons learned from the Great East Japan Earthquake, which occurred on 11th March 2011,” said Tsutomu Moriya, Vanuatu Resident Representative from the Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA).  


Funded by the Government of Japan through the Policy and Human Resource Development Trust Fund, the project will be implemented over four years by the Ministry of Infrastructure and Public Utilities.
For more information on the World Bank in the Pacific islands, please go to www.worldbank.org/pi
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